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ABSTRACT

What EAG Robinson once referred to as ‘backward areas in advanced countries’ appear to have little to offer in terms of either livelihoods or life chances. Standard economic and social indicators of wellbeing, including demographic trends, might suggest that these marginal regions should remain both out of sight and out of mind. Yet, both historically and more recently, it is notable that peripherality accumulates political significance whether from a strategic or a resource perspective, with for example the UK archipelagos of the Outer Hebrides and Shetland springing readily to mind.

This paper will examine the way in which marginality, globalisation and exploitation are inexorably linked using inter alia examples from opposite ends of the Atlantic Ocean: namely the islands of Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, situated in the wild, windy and wet North Atlantic off the North American massif, but with ownership variously disputed between France and the UK, with Canada now entering the picture; and the Falkland Islands/Malvinas, situated in the wild, windy and wet South Atlantic off the South American massif, and recently in the news on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the war fought over their sovereignty between Argentina and the UK.

Sheep, fish and hydrocarbons, reminiscent of McGrath’s ‘cheviot, stag and black, black oil’ are not the only or the real reason for fighting over physically inhospitable territories such as these. What is certain, however, is that whenever sovereignty is in question, funds flow freely if not wisely, with variable and unpredictable impacts upon quality of life.
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